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An Autoethnography of a Mother's Caregiving
Experience in an Aseptic Room During Pediatric
Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation

Kim, Jinseon” - Go, Sunyoung™

This autoethnographic study presents a scholarly discourse on a mother's caregiving
experience in a sterile unit during her seven-year-old child's hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation (HSCT) for atypical teratoid rhabdoid tumor (ATRT). Diaries, photographs, and
medical records collected over 18 days (June 26 - July 13, 2016) at a university hospital in
Seoul, were analyzed using Chang’s (2008) analytical procedures. The researcher reconstructed
the experience from an insider perspective and ensured credibility through triangulation. The
findings reveal four themes. First, despite strict environmental controls, the mother restored the
child’s sense of agency as the protagonist through eye-level care. Second, on transplantation
day, maternal devotion transcended physical limits to sustain the child’s life. Third, during
recovery, guilt over medication transformed into a reconstruction of a painful space into one of
hope. Fourth, at discharge, personal suffering expanded into solidarity with a community of
shared pain. This study provides emotional preparation for parents of children with cancer
facing HSCT and offers healthcare professionals foundational insights into caregivers’ practical

lives and psychological needs.

Keywords : autoethnography, brain tumor, hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, aseptic

room
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