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The Effect of Fandom Activities on Adolescents’
Life Satisfaction: The Mediating Effect of Peer
Relationships

Ahn, Jeeyoung' - Kim, Jishin™ « Kim, Gahyeon™

This study examines the mediating effect of peer relationships on the association between
fandom activities and adolescents’ life satisfaction and tests gender differences in this structural
relationship. Data were drawn from the 6th wave of the Korean Children and Youth Panel
Survey 2018 and included 902 third-year middle school students. Analyses were conducted using
SPSS 260 and AMOS 26.0. Bootstrapping was used to test the mediating effect, and
multiple-group analysis examined gender differences in structural paths. The results are as
follows. First, the direct path from fandom activities to life satisfaction was significant and
negative. Second, the indirect path from fandom activities to life satisfaction through peer
relationships was significant and positive. Third, the direct path did not differ by gender,
whereas the two paths involving peer relationships differed significantly by gender. The
mediating effect was significant only among girls. These findings suggest that peer
relationships and gender differences should be considered in understanding the link between

adolescents’ fandom activities and life satisfaction.

Keywords: fandom activities, life satisfaction, peer relationships, mediating effect
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