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A Comparative Study on Cognitive and Language
Development of Children from Vulnerable families
and Non-vulnerable Family

Bae, Ok—Hyun - Lee, Young-Suk™

The purpose of this study is to investigate how these children develop cognition and language
level by comparing children’s development from vulnerable families and Non—vulnerable Family.
‘Children from vulnerable families’ is defined as children who have single parent, multi—cultural
family, and live in absolute poverty.

The subjects are 872 which consist of three to five year old children who attend child day
care in Gyeongbuk Province. Children’s development was observed and assessed by classroom
teachers, using the questionnaire which researcher created. The questionnaire consists of
children’s items: cognitive and language development level. Statistical Package of Social Science
was implemented to analyze the answers from the questionnaire and to compare four groups
of the children’s specific development.

The results of the study indicates that vulnerable children’s development is lower than
non-vulnerable children in most domains. The study suggests that more investigation on what
types of the social services and how the services would fill the developmental gaps among

children who are from different social status should be provided.

Key Words : vulnerable families, non—vulnerable family, cognitive and language development.

* Researcher, Gyeongbuk Women's Policy Development Institute
** Senior Researcher, Gyeongbuk Women's Policy Development Institute
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